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| From a 
—_ in SCOTLAND, 
To his 


Correſpondent in Londoy. 


Relating to the 
Duty upon SCOTCIHLINNEN. 
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SIR, Y.-C PARTLY 
] Have your Letter of the Inſtant, wherein you 
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give me an Account ,, That the Parliament of 

England have Voted to lay an Additional Duty of 

T 7 per Bll, on Scorch Linnen, in order to raiſe Mo» 

ney to Supply the Deficiency of ſome Funds. 
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Ale your are pleaſed to Inform me, That as an AR 
of kindneſs to me, and the reſt of your Friends here, you 
have uſed all your Intereſt, and cngagd all your Friends 
againſt the ſaid Bill, for which we ſuppoſe you' expe& 
our Thanks. 

We think our ſelves obliged to thank you for your 
Intention, but are very ſorry your Good Will ſhould fall 
under the Unhappineſs of a miſtake; and: therefore be- 
fore we explain our ſelves, we deſire you by all means to 
deſiſt any farther Sollicitation of that Afﬀair, unleſs you 
will be ſo kind as to engage all your Intereſts and Friends 
on the other hand, if it be poſſible, to get the Bill to Paſs. 

Poſſibly you may think this ſomething ſtrange ; but in 
order to convince your Judgment, that your. Friendſhip 
may joyn with your Diſcretion in the Matter, I take the 
liberty to open your Eyes a little, and ſhow you what 
is and what is not the true Intereſt of our Trade in 
Scotland. 

Firſt, you are to underſtand, Scotland does not gain of 
England, but England gains of Scotland, by the General 
Trade of both Nations. I prove this by this Rule of 
Trade; That in Trade,that Nation Gains moſt which Ex- 
ports moſt Goods of its own Growth, and receives back 
moſt Money.Now tis allow'd that we receive from Exg- 
land about 60000 I.per Annum in Goods more than we Ex- 
port to them; the Remainder of which we remit by Bills, 
which is Money ; and conſequently. Exg/axd Gains of 
Scotland 60000 |. per Annum, by the Trade. 

The reaſon of this is the wanr of thofe ManufaQtures 
in Scotland which we have from England, and which we 
cannot be without, nor be well ſupplied with. elſe- 
where. + BP 

We who have a true Notion of the Exgliſh Trade, 
and the great diſadvantages we are under in our ba 
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ding thither, have often Eſſay'd to ſupply our ſelves with 
thoſe uſeful Goods, ſomerimes from - Ireland, ſometimes 
from Holland ; but finding that either way ic till 
enrich'd the perſons who ſupply'd' us; and exhauſted 
our Countrey of ready Money ; and withal, 'in hopes 
of reaping the advantage of fo beneficial a Trade, at 
laſt we began to enquire, why we might not *make 
thoſe Goods at home, which we buy ſo much to our 
diſadvantage from ab, »ad. 

On this Enquiry, we found we had Wooll enough 
of our own, which , with the help of Spaxiſþ Wookl, 
would enable us to make Broad-Cloths , and Stuffs , 
and what other things of that nature we might want ; 
we found we have hands enough of our own 
Poor to ManufaQture it, and to Spin, Weave , Kait, 
&c. And in ſhort , we have with a Joynt- Stock 
EreQed a Company for the carrying on this profita- 
ble uſeful deſign, and we have met with ſuch ſucceſs 
in it hitherto, as that we doubt not in a ſhort time, not 
only to ſupply our own Nation, but Foreign parts alſo, 
and to let the World ſee that Scotland is an induſtrious 
Nation, and have only hitherto wanted due encourage- 
ment to make proof of it. 

Now in order to encourage our Deſign for the ad- 
vantage of our Native Country, I know nothing in the 
World cou'd have contributed more to us, than ſome 
diſcouragement on the vaſt Exportation of Linnen. 
The Linnen ManufaQture 1n Scotland, is that which our 
Poor are ſo vers'd in, and fo us'd to, that we find it 
difficult to bring them off from it ; nay , though we 
give them better Wages than they can Earn in the other. 
Our 'Work ſeems new to them , and they think they 
are not ſo ſecure of conſtant Employ ; but now if the 
Exeliſh Parliament will lay a Duty on Scotch Linnen, 
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by which the Qyantity fold may be diminiſhed, the Poor 
will come under ſome neceſſity to work for us, and we 
Aoon have our ManufaQtures flouriſh. 

Beſides, If we can but bring our Works to any Ma- 
turity againſt our next Parliament, we are in great 
hopes to get a general prohibition of all Ezg/iſþ Woollen 
ManufaQures ; to which, the Duty impoſed upon our 
Linnens in. Exgl/and will be a very great Argument ; 
and if. theſe Two Points are f@ind, we believe you 
will grant that' our Company will be in a very good 
condition. | 

As. to the, Goods we make, we have already very 
good Broad- Cloths and Serges made here ; and we 
do not doubt in a very ſhort cime to purchaſe our 
Spaniſh Wooll and Dyers Stuff abroad with our own 

ods, : | 
By this ſhort Hiſtory of the Undertaking in Scotlazd, 
you will eaſily ſee that it is far from being our intereſt 
to oppoſe the laying a Duty on Scotch Linnen in 
England. * 

We. are inform'd the Parliament are conſidering of 
Methods alſo to prevent the Improvement of the Woollen 
ManufaCture in /re/and, and that one way they are. plea- 
ſed to think of, is to encourage the Linnen' Manufa- 
Qure there. It is, no queſtion, a very. proper way, 
and if. it can- be brought to- paſs, will certainly anſwer 
the End ;. and it ſeem'd ſtrange to us at firſt fight, that 
the Parliament ſhould not apprehend the very ſame 
thing in Scot/and, but attempt to diſcourage our Linnen 
Trade, which is the only preſent hindrance of our fal- 
ling into the Woollen, at as large a rate as ever Ireland 
can pretend t0- 

If ever we in Scotland bring our Woollen ManufaQure. 
to. ſuch a. head as we hope to do, we do. not gs 
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(5) 
but we may have a Hamborough as well: as an Exft-Indiz 
Company , with Priviledges as great as other Compa- 
nies enjoy ; and indeed I cannot ſee why the Exgliſs 
ſhould envy us the Improvement of Trade, and the 
Growth of our own Country , ſince they themſelves 
received the 'firſt InſtruQtions in all their ManufaQures 
from their Neighbours the Flemings. 

And yer, I acknowledge, we ought not to think that 
the Exgliſb do: envy us at all, or that they will at all 
reſent our Setting up the Woollen ManufaCture for that. 
If we had been to ask of your Nation, what they would 
do for us , to encourage and help us forward in the 
Infancy of our Undertaking, we could have deſfir'd no 
greater Favour than they have done us in diſcouraging 
our Linnen Work, 

The Making of Linnen in Scotland ſeems to have 
been introduced rather by a Neceflity than a Profit; the: 
Wages to the Poor is very ſmall,. the Profit to the Mer- 
chant much leſs, and the Advantage to'the Nation none 
at all. Bur it we can come to ſome degree of Improve- 
ment in the Woollen Trade, we may in time be as 
Rich, and as Populous as Exzland; for ſo- many thou- 
ſands of our People would never have gone abroad, if 
ſome uſ:ful and profitable ManufaCture had been-ſertled 
at home. 

This we are upon, and this we hope to accompliſh; 
and fince fo happy a JunQture offers ir ſelf to remove the 
only Obſtacle, wiz. the Linnen-Trade, we beg of you by 
no means to hinder it. 

It is needleſs, I ſuppoſe, to uſe any Arguments here 


to convince you that a Duty on Scots Cloth in England 
will leſſen the making of it ; but. you may take a little 
to demonſtrate the General. 
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1. 'We have nd Veat for our Linnen but into Exzland 
and Ireland, our own Expence excepted ; no the Mar- 
ket in England is ſecured by our ſelling Cheaper than the 
Germany Linnetni, for our Scots Cloth 1s rather inferior to 
the Germany Linnen in its quality, and if it be but at the 
ſame price,the Germany Linnea fells before it; but we un- 
der-ſell them 1 4. per Ell, and that ſecures the Trade. 
Now this Duty which is juſt a Peany an Ell, brings them 
to an Equality, and ſo the Germans will have all the 
Trade: I appealto the Drapers and Merchants at London 
for the truth of this. 

But it may be Objefted, That we may abate 1 4. per 
Ell in the Price ; to that I anſwer, With all my heart : for 
then either the Maker would put none out, or the Mer- 
chant would buy none, and that would do our buſineſs as 
well. 

At preſent the utmoſt profit can be made is not 
above a Halfpenny per Ell, and if the Merchant muſt 
abate 1 d. he muſt loſe a halfpenny, and then he would not 
dealin it; if the Poor mult abate it in their Price, they 
Work for ſo little already, that they would leave it, and 
all run to us for Woollen Work : Either way will anſwer 
ourend, for it will be a full ſtop to our Sale of Cloth to 
Ezgland, and that would cauſe our People to want Work, 


and ſo they: may by degrees be brought to the Woollen 


Manufacture. 

As toour Vent in Ireland, the Parliament reſolving to 
Encourage the Making of Linnen in that Kingdom, will 
leſſen our Expartation thither alſo; and ſoin time we may 
come to make no-more Linnen than we uſe our ſelves 

If you ask, What advantage this will be to us, fince 
we only ſink one ManufaQture to raiſe another ? I anſwer, 

1. *T will fave us 700007 per Ann. which we really 
loſs in the Balance of our Trade to Erg/and , and which 


England now aQtually gets of us in Trade, by Exporting” 

ſo much more value in ManufaCtures to us than it Imperts | 
from us ; and though to ſo Rich a Nation as Exgland it 
is not much, cis very conſiderable to us, 

2. 'T will employ a multitude more hands than the 
Linnen does, and ſo much more advantage, and will be a 
means to keep our People at Home. 

3. In time we may, as is before noted, be able to vie 
with the Ergliſþ themſelves, and have a Vent 
abroad , which will increaſe our Shipping, earich our 
Merchants, and improve the whole Kingdom. 

Theſe and many other advantages will be the effeR of 
it, and therefore we all earneſtly deſire you to make no _ 
Oppoſition to the Bill, but hope your Anſwer to this will 
bring us Word, that 'tis paſt intoan At which, we pray, 
may never be Repeal'd. 
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